Mr. F. M., age 38. His family state that he has been somewhat of an epileptic for many years. Examined Sept. 7, 1897. He said he never had any trouble in ears until some ten years ago when a gun was fired very close to his 1eft ear. That there was a loud ringing in ear immediately .after and has continued ever since. That hearing in that ·ear has been affected ever since, and that at times hears loud reports like that of a gun firing. Hearing R. E. Other 'Ocular muscles not tested. Glasses were given to be worn constantly as I desired to ascertain if ringing in ears and -epilepsy could be due to eye strain, or aggravated by eye strain.
He says that he never had noises in the ears or deafness before the gun was fired near him.
His glasses have not given any relief, and taking this fact with the history we can eliminate eye strain as a cause. Eye strain-crossed astigmatism in particular-Will cause ringing in the ears and epilepsy.
The concussion of the left auditory nerve from the report of the gun has caused deafness with partial degeneration Qf left auditory nerve and consequent hallucinations of hearing.
Epilepsy aggravates, and may be oileoause of his delu-:sion of hearing.
I append a letter just received from him in answer to mine, asking him if he wore his glasses, and if the noises were as bad as ever. "DEAR SIR:-"Yours at hand. You seem to think I am troubled with, ringing and noises in my ears.
"Ever since the shot-gun was fired at me passing my right ear, I have been worried by loud noises not in my ear but external noises (such as slamming doors and unlooked for shooting, etc.). It feels as if someone were striking me in, or some place near my ear. On a farm it is not convenient to wear glasses all the time, but I wear them considerably at night.
"If you could imagine my feelings about the hunting :season you would about know my trouble.
",Yours truly, F. M."
